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EPIDEMIC INFLUENZA. 

Prevalence in the United States. 

Roports received by the United Stato3 Public Health Service since 
the last issue of the Public Health Reports indicate that influenza is 
spreading rapidly. Its presence has been reported in every State, 
and the number of cases reported is increasing in nearly all commu- 
nities, except a few i;r. tho eastern part of tho country, where the 
disease appears to be decreasing. 

The following is a summary of the more important reports of the 
prevalence of influenza received since the last issue of the Public 
Health Reports: 

Alabama. — On October 15 it was said that 25,811 cases of influenza 
had been reported in the State. The peak of the epidemic in the 
vicinity of Florence was reported on October 13 to have been passed. 
Numerous cases have been reported from Anniston, Huntsville, 
Mobile, and Tuscaloosa. 

Arizona- — Record of reported cases and deaths to October 16 is as 
follows: Northern Arizona, 1,519 influenza case3, 66 pneumonia 
cases, 31 deaths from both; central Arizona, 707 influenza caso3, 16 
pneumonia cases, 7 deaths from both; southern Arizona, 1,721 
influenza cases, 10 pneumonia cases, 10 deaths from both. 

Arkansas. — Reports of new case3 have been received from many 
places throughout the State. It is stated that many cases throughout 
rural districts are unattended and consequently unreported. 

California. — On October 16 there had been more than 14,500 cases 
of influenza reported in the State, of which 2,600 were in Los Angeles 
and 1,500 in San Francisco. From October 1 to 15, 136 deaths from 
influenza and pneumonia were reported, but these statistics are said 
to be incomplete. The disease seems to be slightly more prevalent in 
southern California than in tho northern part of the State. 

Colorado. — Reports of cases of and doaths from influenza and pneu- 
monia have been reported from Canon City, Colorado Springs, Donver, 
Lajunta, and Salida. 

Connecticut. — It was estimated that thoro had been 110,000 case* 
reported in the State up to October 15. 
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Delaware. — From October 4 to 14, inclusive, 389 deaths from 
influenza were registered in Wilmington. New cases of influenza in 
Wilmington and Delaware generally were said to be decreasing slowly. 

District of Columbia. — During the week ending October 16, 440 
deaths were registered as having been due to influenza or pneumonia. 
The total number of deaths from these causes since the beginning of 
the epidemic up to and including October 16 was 731. 

Florida. — From October 5 to 15, 158 deaths from influenza and 
pneumonia were reported from principal cities in Florida. On 
October 15 it was estimated that 800 cases were under treatment 
in the civil population at Key West. 

Georgia. — Cases are reported from many parts of the State. On 
October 15 it was estimated that there were 1,800 cases at Savannah. 

Idaho. — The disease is present. Twenty-five cases were reported 
from Bannock County on October 16. 

Hawaii. — Very few cases have appeared in Hawaii. The disease is 
said to be mild in character. 

Illinois. — During the week ended October 12, 27,767 cases of 
influenza were reported in the State. Conditions are said to be 
growing gradually but steadily worse. 

Indiana. — On October 15, 5,217 new cases were reported in Indiana 
outside of Indianapolis and military camps. At Evansville 327 cases 
of influenza were reported by 37 physicians for the week ending 
October 14. 

Iowa. — Up to and including October 15, 8,169 cases with 72 deaths 
had been reported for the State. The number of cases appears to 
be increasing. 

Kansas. — Reports indicate that cases in Kansas are increasing. 
On October 16, 1,903 new cases were officially reported. The total 
reported for the week ended October 5 was 1,327. 

Kentucky. — Reports were received on October 17 of cases in Ash- 
land, Frankfort, and Paducah. From October 2 to October 15, 405 
cases were reported in Lexington, with 7 deaths. 

Louisiana. — During the week ended October^, 15,494 cases were 
reported officially in Louisiana. The disease was said to be generally 
distributed over the State. 

Maine. — During the week ended October 12, 14 places reported 
3,846 cases. Additional cases have been reported from a number of 
localities throughout the State. 

Maryland. — Cases continue to be reported from all parts of the 
State. Recent reports of deaths from influenza and pneumonia in 
Baltimore are as follows: 10th, 68; 11th, 94; 14th, 176; and 15th, 
193. 

Massachusetts.— The State health officer reported on October 12 
that the situation Avas somewhat better. Several places in eastern 
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Massachusetts report Marked reduction in new cases. The western 
part of the State has been reporting more heavily. Deaths from 
influenza and pneumonia in Boston were registered as follows: 10th, 
124; 11th, 121; 12th, 123; 13th, 85; 14th, 119; 15th, 98. 

Michigan. — On October 15 it was stated that 50 deaths had oc- 
curred in the State. 

Minnesota. — Forty-five localities reported 421 new cases on Octo- 
ber 15. The State health officer stated that the situation in the 
State at large was not alarming. Epidemics are reported at Duluth — 
which is partly burned and contains many (ire refugees — Winona, 
Oslo, and a number of scattered districts. Old epidemics are reported 
as subsiding. 

Mississippi. — Twenty-six localities reported 1,934 cases on Octo- 
ber 1 5. Eeports from many counties show that thetlisease is present 
in nearly all parts of the State and is increasing. 

Missouri. — Reports indicate the presence of influenza in a number 
of places, notably St. Louis. To October 16, 3,765 cases and 90 
deaths have been reported from St. Louis, 558 cases and 13 deaths 
being reported on October 16. 

Nebraska. — The disease is said to be epidemic over the entire State. 
Reports have been received from nearly every county, some coun- 
ties reporting from 250 to 500 cases a day. 

Nevada. — A total of 38 cases had been reported up to October 15. 

New Hampshire. — Conditions are said to be improving. From 
October 5 to 14, inclusive, 82 deaths were reported at Nashua and 
35 at Dover; from October 6 to 15, inclusive, 202 deaths were re- 
ported at Manchester. Among other infected cities are Berlin, Frank- 
lin, Portsmouth, and Rochester. 

New Jersey. — In the southern part of the State — in Gloucester, 
Camden, Collingswood, Salem, Vineland, Bridgeton, and Millville — 
there is a substantial decrease in the number of cases, while in the 
northern part of the State — in Essex, Bergen, Morris, and Sussex 
Counties — it does not appear that the epidemic is subsiding. Up to 
and including October 15, 88,256 cases had been reported. 

New Mexico. — Epidemics are reported as occurring at numerous 
places, including Carlsbad, East Las Vegas, Roswell, Albuquercnie, 
and Gallup. 

New York. — The disease is said to be generally prevalent over the 
State, moving from east to west. On October 15, 322 deaths from 
pneumonia and 336 deaths from influenza were registered in New 
York City; on October 16, 316 deaths from pneumonia and 317 from 
influenza wore registered. 

North Carolina. — Epidemics have been reported from many places . 
in the State. On October .13 the epidemic was said to be at its height I 
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in Fayetteville. Between 1,000 and 1,500 cases have been reported 
in Kannapolis. 

North Dakota. — New cases are being reported from a number of 
counties in the State. On October 15, 5,8.33 cases had been reported 
for the State as a whole. 

Ohio. — On October 15 it was estimated that there bad been at 
least 60,000 cases in the State. Reports indicating the presence of 
the disease have been received from Canton, Chillicothe, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Dayton, Lima, Newark, Toledo, Youngstown, and 
Zanesville. 

Oklahoma. — Many cases are reported from all parts of the State. 

Oregon. — Conditions throughout the State were said to be satis- 
factory. Cases have been reported at Eugene, Portland, Corvallis, 
Baker, Pendleton, and other places. 

Pennsylvania. — Up to and including October 14, 6,081 deaths from 
influenza and 2,651 deaths from pneumonia had been registered in 
Pennsylvania. The greater number of these deaths occurred in 
Philadelphia. 

Ehode Island. — On October 16, 21 deaths from influenza and 13 
from pneumonia were registered in Providence. Deaths have been 
reported from Pawtucket, Newport, Woonsocket, Bristol, Warren, 
Warwick, West Warwick, Central Falls, and other places. 

South Carolina. — A total of 31,000 cases had been reported to the 
State health officer up to October 16. At Charleston 775 cases were 
reported on October 15. 

South Dakota. — Cases have been reported from many localities. 

Tennessee. — During the 10-day period ended October 14, 53 
deaths were notified at Chattanooga. On October 15, 27 deaths 
from influenza and pneumonia had occurred at Knoxville. The sit- 
uation at Memphis is said to be improving slightly. 

Utah. — Influenza is rapidly spreading in the State. About 40 
localities were said to be affected on October 13. More than 1,000 
cases had been reported up to that time. 

Vermont. — It is estimated that there have been more than 15,000 
cases in Vermont. Reports show decreasing incidence throughout 
the State. 

Virginia. — It was estimated on October 15 that there were at 
least 200,000 cases in the State. Incomplete reports showed that 
at least 61,580 cases had been reported up to this date. 

Washington. — The disease is epidemic at Seattle and Spokane. A 
report from Tacoma says that the situation there is not critical. 
Casos of the disease are reported as occurring throughout the State. 
West Virginia.— Outbreaks have been reported at a number pi 
places. The situation was said to be satisfactory at Wheeling. 
Thirty-five cases were reported during 48 hours ended October 15. 
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Wisconsin. — New cases are reported from many localities in the 
State. 

Wyoming. — On October 16 it was reported that there were 2,500 
cases in the State, with 65 deaths, during last week. The threo 
counties which suffered the most from tho epidemic wore widely 
separated. 

EQUIPPING EMERGENCY HOSPITALS, 

AN IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATION FROM THE WAR INDUSTRIES BOARD. 

In order to care for those victims of the present influenza epidemic 
who ' would otherwise be without medical or nursing attendance, 
many of the stricken communities, acting with commendable prompt- 
ness, have established emergency hospitals. In providing for the 
equipment of these hospitals it was perhaps natural that in many 
instances standard hospital equipment, even including surgical instru- 
ments and other operating-room paraphernalia, should have been 
installed. In this connection we call attention to the following warn- 
ing, addressed to the Public Health Service by Lieut. Col. F. F. Simp- 
son, M. C, of the War Industries Board. 

"It seems probable that as the epidemic of influenza spreads 
various communities throughout the country will find it necessary 
to improvise rather extensive hospital facilities. In view of the strin- 1 
gency in hospital equipment, particularly for surgical purposes, 
brought about by the military emergency, I would urge that you use 
your influence to secure the cooperation of the various communities 
in the conservation of hospital equipment. The following sugges- 
tions are submitted in the hope of accomplishing that end: 

"Beds. — That in so far as possible ordinary single beds be purchased 
from existing stocks, and that they be brought up to the proper height 
by placing the legs on wooden blocks. 

"Surgical equipment. — In most communities the surgical equip- 
ment in existing hospitals is ample to care for those requiring surgical 
operations. It is, therefore, urgently requested that no patients 
requiring surgical operations be sent to these temporary hospitals, 
and that these hospitals be not provided with surgical equipment. 
The reason for this request is that the productive capacity of manu- 
facturers of sterilizers, operating tables, and other surgical equip- 
ment is required for military purposes. 

"Your cooperation in placing this matter before the health de- 
partments of the various cities and communities concerned will be 
very much appreciated." 

These are admirable suggestions and should be followed by every 
community establishing emergency hospitals for dealing with tho, 
present epidemic of influenza. 



